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Marin’s Cultural Landscape 
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Ellen Straus & Phyllis Faber!
MALT Co-Founders 1980 
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Marin Countywide Plan 
Environmental Corridors 

•! There 
were3environmental 
corridors: 
–! The City-Centered 

Corridor  

–! The Inland Rural Corridor 

–! The Coastal Corridor 

•! A 4th, Baylands Corridor 
was added in 2007. 



“Planning is best done in advance” 



Natural 
Systems and 
Agriculture 

Built 
Environment 

Socioeconomic 

Elements 
Marin Countywide Plan: 



Framework for Sustainability 
Marin Countywide Plan: 



Natural Systems & Agriculture 

•! Biological resources 

•! Water resources 

•! Environmental Hazards 

•! Atmosphere and climate 

•! Open space 

•! Trails 

•! Agriculture and food 

Topics in the Natural Systems & Agriculture Element:  



•! Sensitive Biological Resources 

–! Riparian, wetlands,  

& baylands protection 

•! Agriculture 

–! Trails 

–! Home sizes 

•! Climate Change 

–! Greenhouse gas reduction,  

& adaptation strategies  

Hot Topics: 



•! Agricultural production is 

changing.  

•! Organic agriculture is 

expanding.  

•! Agricultural producers 

are struggling.  

•! Residential demand is 

affecting agriculture 

Key Trends & Issues 
Marin Agriculture & Food: 





•! Should subdivision of agricultural land continue to be strongly 
discouraged? 

•! Should minimum agricultural parcel size be increased? 

•! Should agriculture be further restricted in environmentally 
sensitive areas? 

•! Should residential home size be further restricted? 

•! Should small scale agricultural diversification and organic 
farming be encouraged?  

Key Policy Considerations 

Marin Agriculture & Food: 







•!Preserve Agricultural Lands and Uses 

•!Promote Local & Organic Food Products 

•!Support Sustainable Agriculture 

•!Encourage Community Gardens & Healthy Food in 
Schools & Workplaces 

Agriculture & Food  
Natural Systems & Agriculture: 



Buy, Fresh, Healthy Local Food 
Ways to Get Started:  



Marin Farm Families 
Ways to Get Started:  



Policies: 

•! Encourage contractual protection 

•! Preserve agricultural zoning 

•! Discourage subdivision of agricultural lands within the Coastal, 
Inland Rural, and BaylandsCorridors 

•! Limit non-agricultural development. 

What are the desired outcomes? 
Marin Agriculture & Food: 

Goal: Preserve agricultural lands and resources. 





Implementing Programs: 

•! Limit residential building size 
•! Require production and stewardship 

plans – if larger homes are proposed  
•! Encourage merger of parcels on lands 

protected by agricultural 
conservation easements 

•! Standardize conservation easements  
•! Facilitate land conservation contracts.  
•! Review the TDR program.  
•! Revise agricultural zoning districts. 

•! Assess density in agricultural districts 

How will results be achieved? 
Marin Agriculture & Food: 



Goal: Improved agricultural viability. 

Policies: 

•! Promote organic certification 

•! Support local, organic, and grass-fed           
agriculture 

•! Support small-scale diversification 

•! Encourage agricultural processing 

•! Market local products  

•! Promote small-scale crop production 

•! Preserve and promote mariculture 

What are the desired outcomes? 
Marin Agriculture & Food: 



Goal: Community food security. 

Policies: 

•! Support local food production. 

•! Promote local and organic food. 

•! Enhance food security education. 

What are the desired outcomes? 
Marin Agriculture & Food: 



Agriculture & Food  
Natural Systems & Agriculture: 

Goal: Community Food Security 

Why? “Locally available, fresh, organic food provides numerous health benefits and 
can be more readily accessed in the event of an emergency”  



Implementing Programs: 

•! Encourage community gardens. 

•! Provide community education. 

•! Promote edible landscaping.  

•! Use locally grown and/or organic 
foods in county services. 

•! Promote organic food in schools.  

•! Support local groups. 

How will results be achieved? 
Marin Agriculture & Food: 



Acres preserved with 
agricultural easements. 

Increase by:  25,000 
acres by 2010; 12,500 

additional acres by 
2015 

27,517 acres preserved 
in 2000. 

Indicator          Benchmark                Targets   

How will success be measured? 
Marin Agriculture & Food: 



Indicator          Benchmark                Targets   

Acres of land farmed 
organically 

Increase by 1,500% by 
2010 and 1,700% by 2015 

357 acres in 2000 

How will success be measured? 
Marin Agriculture & Food: 



Indicator          Benchmark                Targets   

Annual Sales of 
identified Marin 
farmers’ markets  

Increase annual sales 10% 
by 2010 and 15% by 2015 

9,860,000 in 2005 

How will success be measured? 
Marin Agriculture & Food: 



Public Health 
Socioeconomic:  



What are the desired outcomes? 
Public Health:  

Goal: Reduced rates of Obesity, Eating Disorders, and Chronic Disease Such as Heart 
Disease and Breast Cancer 

How? 

•! Promote Nutrition Education and Access to Healthy Foods 

•! Promote Physical Activity  

•! Promote Healthy Environments  

•! Develop Disease Prevention and Management Programs 



Indicator   Benchmark     Targets   

Number of servings 
of fruits and 
vegetables consumed 
daily by children. 

Percentage of children eating 
5 or more servings of fruit 
and vegetables per day 
increase 10% by 2020.  

53% of children ate 5 or 
more servings of fruit and 
vegetables in the day 
prior to the survey. 

How will success be measured? 
Public Health:  



Indicator   Benchmark     Targets   

Percent of population 
overweight and obese 
by age and gender. 

Obesity decreases 10% by 
2015. Amount of time spent 
in physical activity by 
children-grade 11 increases 
by 10%. Percentage of 
children eating 5 or more 
servings of fruit and 
vegetables per day increase 
10% 

34% children 2-17 
overweight/obese in 
2001; 60% children 
excercised at least 20 
minutes on at least 3 days 
per week in 2002; 53% 
children-grade 11 in 
2002.  

How will success be measured? 
Public Health:  
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Marin’s major crop is? 

Grass 



Marin County Agriculture 
•! Agriculture gross product value 

 $63 million  

•! Grazing Agriculture – 76% 

Diary – 55%  & Beef -  21%  

•! Field Crops – 16% 

  Hay, Silage – 12% 

  Organic Row crops – 4% 

•! Aquaculture - 5% 

•! Nursery Crops - 1%  

•! Average farm 600 acres 
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Acres and Dollars 

!Acres Permanently 
Protected 
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Conservation Easement Process  
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Conservation Easement Process  



Stewardship and Monitoring 
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•! Collaborate with Golden Gate 

National Recreation Area, Point Reyes 

National Seashore, CA State Parks, 

Marin Municipal Water District for 

efficiencies managing 

o! Visitor services & operations  

o! Natural and cultural resources 

o! Environmental education 

o! Volunteers 

•!  Partner with College of Marin, non-

profits, and other entities to leverage 

resources and coordinate efforts 
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